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7 Holiday cottage bookings 

This project examines the use of the Calendar component in C#.ASP.  This is an extremely useful and 

flexible way to input and display date information such as bookings. Its many facilities and options 

make it complex to configure and program, but the result is well worth the effort. 

We will set up a web page which will form part of a booking system for a holiday cottage.  We will 

concentrate on using the Calendar function to display the dates when the cottage is available, and 

to allow the customer to interactively select a week when they wish to stay in the cottage. 

Open Visual Studio and select New Project.  Choose Visual C# / Web as the application type, and 

ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨASP.NET Empty Web ApplicationΩΦ  DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ΨHoliday cottageΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ 

folder location for the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to the Solution Explorer window and right click the Holiday cottage project icon and select      

Add / New item.  Click on the Web Form ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨBookingΩΦ 
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A style sheet will also be needed to apply formatting to the page.  Again right click the Holiday 

cottage project icon and select Add / New item.  Click on Style Sheet, and accept the name 

ΨStyleSheet1ΩΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will use several picture images on the page, so it will be convenient to create a folder in the 

project to store these.  Right click the Holiday cottage program icon and select Add / New Folder. 

! ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ  wŜƴŀƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ΨimagesΩΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It would be good to use a coastal view, perhaps of Pembrokeshire or the Lleyn Peninsula, as a 

background to the page.  Use the Internet to find a suitable picture. 
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Right click the images folder icon.  Select Add / Existing Item, and upload the photograph file. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open the StyleSheet1 page and add code to the body tag to set the font style and display the 

background image. 

body 

{   

    font - family: Arial, Helvetica, sans - serif;  

    background - image:url('images/coast.jpg');  

    background - repeat:no - repeat;  

    background - size: 100%;  

}  

 

Go now to the Booking.aspx page and add lines to the <head> section of the HTML code to display a 

title on the page tag and link to the style sheet. 

<head runat="server">  

    <link rel="Style sheet" type="text/css" href="StyleSheet1.css" />  

    <title>Bay View Cottage</title>  

</head>  

<body> 

 

 

 

Use the Design 

button to go to the 

page layout 

screen.  Check that 

the background 

image is displayed. 
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We can now turn our attention to the layout of the web page.  This will contain a panel divided into 

two columns.  The left column will display a photograph of the cottage and text information, whilst 

the right column will have a calendar and text boxes for the customer to enter details of their 

booking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will begin by creating a division for the panel, with two further divisions inside this to represent 

the two columns of the page layout.  Go to the HTML code screen Booking.aspx and add the 

divisions within the <body> section.  We will also ŀŘŘ ŀ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ΨBay View CottagŜΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŀƎ <hr> 

creates a horizontal ruled line below the heading. 

 

 <body> 

    <form id="form1" runat="server">  

    <div id="content">  

        <center>  

           <h2> Bay View Cottage</h2>  

           <hr />  

        </center>  

        <div id="information">  

        

        </div >  

        <div id="calendar">  

 

        </div>  

    </div>  

    </form>  

</body>  

 

  

Information Booking details 
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Go to the style sheet and add formatting code for the content, information and calendar divisions. 

body 

{   

    . . . . .  

}  

#content  

{  

    width: 1080px;  

    height: 600px;  

    margin: 0 auto;  

    padding: 10px;  

    background - color: #FFFFFF;  

    border: 5px solid #DEDEDE;  

    color: Black;  

    top: 40px;  

    position: relative;  

}  

#information  

{  

    width: 450px;  

    height: 500px;  

    margin: 0 auto;  

    padding: 10px;  

    background - color: CornflowerBlue;  

    float: left;  

    color: White;  

}  

#calendar  

{  

    float: right;  

    width: 550px;  

    height: 500px;  

    margin: 0 auto;  

    padding: 10px;  

}  

p.indent  

{  

    margin: 25px;    

}  

 

Build and run the web page.  Check that the basic column layout appears correctly. 
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Use the Internet to obtain a suitable photograph of a cottage.  Resize this to be 400 pixels wide.  

Close the web browser, return to the Solution Explorer and stop debugging.  Upload the cottage 

photograph to the images folder by right clicking the images icon and selecting Add / Existing Item.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to the HTML page and add code to the information division.  This will display the photograph of 

the cottage, and display the weekly prices as a bullet point list. 

        <div id="information">  

           <center>  

              <img src="images/cottage.png" />  

              <h3> 

                 Availability  

              </h3>  

           </center>  

           <ul>  

               <li>  

                  January - May: £255 for 7 nights  

               </li>  

               <li>  

                  June- August: £315 for 7 nights  

               </li>  

               <li>  

                  September- December: £252 for 7 nights  

               </li>  

           </ul>  

           <p class="indent" > 

              Arrive Saturday afternoon  

              <br />  

              Depart the following Saturday morning  

           </ p>       

        </div >  

        <div id="calendar">  
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Use the Design button to go to the page preview screen.  Check that the cottage photograph and 

prices are displayed correctly in the left column.  Close the browser and stop debugging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to the View option on the main menu and open the Toolbox.  Select the Calendar component.  

Drag and drop this in the right column.  Click the small arrow icon at the top right corner of the 

calendar, then open the AutoFormat window.  This allows various styles of calendar to be easily 

created.  We will choose the Simple calendar option.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


