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3 Multiple windows 

Many larger computer applications use more than one form window, perhaps inputting data in one 

window and outputting results in another.  In this chapter we will examine how multiple windows 

can be linked together in a project, and data transferred from one window to another. 

The first application we will develop provides information about castles in Wales.  This consists of an 

index page, linked to pages to display picture images of different castles.  We will begin by setting up 

the index page. 

Close all projects, then select the New Project option from the NetBeans File menu.  Check that Java 

/ Java Application is highlighted on the first screen, then click the Next button to enter the Project 

Name as castles. Use the Browse button to choose the storage location, and ensure that Create 

Main Class is not selected. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Click the Finish button to return to the NetBeans editing screen.  Right-click the castles project icon 

and select New / JFrame Form: 
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Enter the Class Name as castles, and the Package as castlesPackage:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to the NetBeans editing page.  Carry out the steps to set the correct format for the form: 

¶ Go to the Code tab in the Properties window and select Form Size Policy / Generate pack() / 

Generate Resize Code. 

¶ Right-click on the form and select Set Layout / Absolute Layout. 

¶ Click the Source tab to change to the program code window.   Locate the main method.  

Open the lines of 'Look and feel' code by clicking the + icon, then repalce "Nimbus" by 

"Windows". 

Run the program to check the appearence of the form.  Accept the main class which is offered: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close the program window and return to the NetBeans editing page. 
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We will be using picture images in the program, so we should set up a resources folder to store 

these.  Use the + icons to open the castles project structure until castlesPackage is reached.  Right-

click on castlesPackage and select New / Java Package.  Set the Package name to 

castlesPackage.resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to the NetBeans editing page.  Click the Design tab to open the form layout view.  

Before continuing, obtain a map of Wales and photograph images of Caernarfon, Harlech and 

Castell Coch castles.  Use an image editing program such as Photoshop or Paint to set the widths of 

the images to approximately 500 pixels. 

 

Place a label on the form.  Select the icon property, and click the ellipsis όϦ Χ Ϧύ symbol.  Use the 

Import to Project option to upload the map and castle images.  

Select the map image as the File to be displayed. 
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Run the program and check that the map image is displayed.  Right-click on the map and delete the 

label text. 

Add another label and place this on the map image.  (If the label is not visible, right-click on the map 

and select 'Move Down' to bring the label to the front of the display.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right-click on the label and edit the text to "Castles in Wales".  Increase the font size by means of 

the font property, and tick the box for the opaque property: 
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Add buttons to provide links to three pages for different castles.  Change the button captions, and 

give suitable variable names for the buttons, such as: 

    btnCaernarfon 

    btnHarlech 

    btnCastellCoch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will now create a page for Caernarfon Castle.  Locate the castlePackage in the project structure.  

Right-click on castlePackage and select New / JFrame Form: 
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Set the Class Name as caernarfon.  Leave the Package name as castlesPackage, as the new form 

with be part of the current program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to the NetBeans editing page.   

Right-click on the form and select Set Layout / Absolute Layout.  Place a label on the form.  Go to 

the icon property and select the Caernarfon picture image from the drop down list.  Finally, right-

click on the picture image and delete the label text: 
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Add another label to provide a heading on the form.  Set the text to "Caernarfon": 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to select the grey area of the form, then go to the Code tab in the Properties window and select 

Form Size Policy / Generate pack() / Generate Resize Code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The form window is now ready to display, but we must link this to the map page so that the window 

is opened when the "Caernarfon" button is clicked.  
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Click the "castles.java" tab to return to the map display.  Double click the "Caernarfon" button to 

create a button click method:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add the line of code which will open the Caernarfon window: 

 

private void txtCaernarfonActionPerformed(java.awt.event.ActionEvent evt) {   
                                             

         new caernarfon().setVisible(true);  
 
    }                  

 

 

Run the program.  From the map page, click the "Caernarfon" button to open the second window: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


