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Abstract

The language usage of a group of Welsh/English bilingual Computing Foundation Degree students is ex-
amined. Whilst all members of the group had previously attended Welsh medium primary and secondary
schools in Gwynedd, the linguistic preferences of the group were found to be surprisingly diverse. At one
end of the spectrum students showed a preference for speaking and writing in Welsh, including presenta-
tion of technical aspects of computing in Welsh. At the other end of the spectrum, students preferred to
both speak and write in English. However, all members of the group were willing and able to produce
bilingual software user interfaces as required by the clients of their final year projects.

Bilingual teaching strategies were investigated, with the intention of encouraging and developing students’
use of spoken and written Welsh and improving their employment opportunities within Wales. Perceived
advantages and disadvantages of different approaches to bilingual teaching are discussed.

1 Introduction

In September 2011, a Foundation Degree in Applied Computing in conjunction with Glyndwr University
was introduced at the Dolgellau campus of Coleg Meirion-Dwyfor. The course is delivered through the me-
dium of Welsh and English in accordance with the policy of the Welsh Assembly Government to promote
bilingual higher education (Welsh Assembly Government, 2010).

This study examines the language usage of the first group of six students who all completed the course
successfully and graduated in the summer of 2013. Table 1 summarises the linguistic and educational
backgrounds of the group.

Student | Background Entry qualification
1 Level 3 Engineerin
First language Welsh . 9 - g 3
2 A-level including Computing
3 Level 3 Engineering
4 . I
5 Second language Welsh: English family | Level 3 Business Administration
but educated in Welsh medium schools
6 Mature student — technical experience of
working with computer systems

Table 1: Linguistic and educational backgrounds of the study group

The course team delivering modules of the Foundation Degree consisted of two first language Welsh
speakers and two acceptably fluent second language Welsh speakers, allowing the language choices of
the students to be met.

2 Methodology

Practitioner research was carried out with the cohort of six students over the two years of their course.
Transcripts were made from voice recordings of discussions with students, and copies were kept of exam-
ples of project and assignment work produced by students.

As the course was being delivered for the first time, various bilingual teaching strategies were tried, and
student responses evaluated through informal group discussion and individual interviews with students.
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